What went into the robust
heart of City Beautiful

Making of
CHANDIGARH

L Al B RS R

VIPENDRA SINGH THAKUR
ANDVIDHIPRAKASH

CHANDIGARH, ' THE City
Beautiful, where the radiance of
nature and built environment is
always within reach of its resi-
dents, was envisioned on a hu-
man scale by its planner, Le
Corbusier. He planned the city
analogous to the human body
where the city centre represents
the heart. Around 65 years back,
the location of Chandigarh city
was an agricultural land infused
with mango groves. There were
around 24 villages in between
Sukhna and Patiala ki Rao
rivulets. Sector 17, which is the
heart of the city, filled with glitzy
showrooms, was the location of
the village Rurki Parao. Mathew
Nowicki, a Polish architect, pro-
duced the city centre’s first plan,
which included square and cir-
cular-shaped buildings sepa-
rated from each other but con-
nected with the network of
walkways raised above the
street level. However, the plan
was never executed as Mathew
Nowicki was disengaged from
the Chandigarh Project due to
his untimely death in a plane
crash.

Le Corbusier delineated the
location of the city centre at the
junction of two important arter-
ies - the Madhya Marg (V2) and
the Jan Path(V2), twe major ar-
chitectural axes of the city.
Having a total area of around 240
acres, the city centre was divided
into north and south zones. The
main shopping plaza was de-
signed with the idea of creating
a “pedestrian paradise” taking
inspiration from French plazas.
The commercial centre was
planned around the crossroad
(chowk) to highlight the essence
of traditional Indian chowk char-
acteristics, with four-story-high
buildings. Townhall, Central
Library, regional headquarters of
post and telegraphs, insurance
offices and cinema halls were
some iconic buildings designed
around the chowk. Jagat and
Neelam Theatre were reserved

Historic photograph of city centre showing V-4 streetin
front of Neelam Cinema. Chandigarh College of Architecture

for entertainment where
Neelam Cinema was positioned
in the central axis with commer-
cial shops on either side to give
it more prominence, As per the
mandate given to Le Corbusier,a
major part of the city centre was
assumed to be developed by the
private enterprise; hence the
original plans of the commercial
plots were bigger than the actual
plans, Since they could not be
sold to private owners, Le
Corbusier later reduced the de-
signs to smaller shops.

The V4 (shopping street) that
meandered and bisected each
sector also ran through Sector 17,
dividing it into two parts; where
the south division was devel-
oped as a centre of district ad-
ministration and the north divi-
sion was reserved for the
commercial, business, civic,and
entertainment areas of the city.
Historic photographs of rick-
shaws, bicycles, two-wheelers
and buses flying along the V4 in
front of the Neelam Cinema are
a thing of the past today as the
V4 was converted into a plaza
with parking lots on either side
to create an uninterrupted
pedestrian paradise linking the
Neelam Cinema to the bank
square. The vehicular V4 street
assumed its present location at
the rear side of Neelam Cinema.

Prior to the development of
the city centre, while the rest of
Chandigarh was under construc-
tion, Sector 22 served as the
model sector. Connaught Place
in Delhi was the immediate
precedent CBD from past in

India, having concentric three-
story buildings with 12-foot-
wide veranda. Chandigarh's city
centre followed a similar
scheme of providing a 12-foot-
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wide veranda.

Architect Maxwell Fry, one of
the team members of the
Chandigarh project, criticised the
city centre as “devoid of street-
level activities and treeless." The
width of pedestrian axes in the
city centre plaza is so wide that
itloses the capacity of shelterand
enclosure when compared tothe
height of four-storey buildings
around it, Compared to
Connaught Place in Delhi, where
one walks in concentric veran-
das with filtered vista, creating
an element of surprise, the city
centre of Chandigarh fails to pro-
vide such an exciting experience
to the users.

(Making of Chandigarh part of
the series of fortnightly articles by
students and faculty of CCA on the
Making of Chandigarh for the LCP|

forum. Ar Vipendra Singh Thakuris
an Assistant Professor, Chandigarh
College of Architecture and Vidhi
Prakash is a Second Year M.Arch
student.)
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