Corbusier and the
green belts of UT
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The hierarchy of green spaces in Chandigarh.
. Botarucal garden, Fragrance gar-  to enable children to reach their
Mafem‘g [_}f den_ Butterfly garden etc. have  school from home safely without
beendevelopedovertimetoare-  any traffic hindrance as far as pos-
ate awareness among the ati-  sible and can spend some time
CHANDIGM zens, consenve habiGsof themi- — while waiting for public ransport.
gratory speckes and enhance the  Housing within the sector was
= eoasting flora To retain the ecol-  staggered in a manner that the
MONIKA ogy of the aty, the easting trees  view of the mountain is not ob-
are preserved atvanoussitesand  structed even at ground level.
CHANDIGARH, MUCH like natrve species of trees have been
Canberra isone of thebestoam-  introduced to intermingle with - PRIVATE GREEN AREAS
ples of merging the Carden Gity the existing ones: The forest area is: Hierarchy of green open .
and the City Beautiful conceptsof  reserved along the periphery of spaces are well structured at a
urban planning wheretheeast-  the city. Also, the trees were neighbourhood level within
ing physical attnbutes are beau-  planted m homogeneous and het- housing schools, colleges, mar- |
tifully interlaced with the plan-  erogeneous groups inthe Green  kets and other institutions. Inthe .
ning of the city without any  belts and open spaces of the ity. first phase. low density with Large
obscurity. Le Corbusier's intention The various species of trees,  size of plotted development were !
was the "careof the mind and  with regard to colour of flowers, interspersed tomerge
body™ whichwasmeanttoreflect  foliage, shape of aown etc. have with their existing surmoundings.
the relationship between the  been chosen for thres urban els- Whereas in the second phase, -
man and the cosmos. Hebelieved  ments such as roads, urban  smaller plotted development
that ssolation from the natwralen-  spaces and free spaces suchas  took place with front and back
i lessurevalleyand parks-ametic-  yard open space. In the third
uous plan developed by Dr. MS phase, as per the zoning plan, -
Randbava The flowing leisureval- - group housing mandates. of 1

was designed to completely
adapt to the physical ammibutes of
the site. The gnid Lavout is in co-
hesion with natural streams,
rivulets and topography of the
onal to the candinal directions to
align parallel i the water streams
50 as 0 maintain natural water
flow, with the Shivalik foothills as

Sukhna Choe Rivulers. The N
choe, which runs through the
centre of the site, was trans-
formed into a continuous green
beit called the Leisure Valley
which alongwith beingan active
public green space retains the
natural waterflow. Sukhna lake
acts as a catchmenit area to collect
the rain water runoff coming
from Shivalik hills to prevent
flooding condinions. Le Corbusier
planned the dity with biological
similes, where the green spaces
were identified as the lungs of the
aty beaunful He Lad down four
basic functions for the dity: lving,
working, crculation and care of
the body and spirit. A hierarchy of
Ereen spaces can be seen in both
the layout and design, ranging
from city level public greens to
semi-private and private greens.
OTY LEVEL PUBLIC GREENS
Gardens with themes suchas
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ley, with its vaned textures of irees
and flowers appeals not only todty
residents but also to tourists and

To discourage unplanned
growthof the ity and to retain the
mucro-climate, a green beltwhich
incudes sthe forest areas around

ban areas provide an efficient
buffer against dust and notse, es-
pecially along industrial belt
where rows of mango trees are
planted toact 25 wind breakers.

SEMI-PRIVATE GREENS
Chandigarh emerged as a perfect
balance between architectural
imagery and ervironmental de-
sign. Corbusier imvolved nature
by providing open spaces ineach
sector at urban leve] which were
to function as “lungs of the ciry™.
The parks were extended length-
wise to take a view of Shivalik hill
from each sector as well as to join
the adjoining sectors so that the
dwellers may feel dlose to nature.
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closeness to nature. '
UT Administration is con-
stantly taking the initiative not
only to combat increasing urban-
ization, but also to make it maore '

report., .
hedges are being planted along
urban trees on city roads to im-
prove air quality. As per the
20020-21, the forest cover in the LT
has increased by 0.47 sqJan in
2019 as compared to 2017 Some
trees that were planted in 60's
and 707, perished on green av-
enues, were replaced with
species as per the original plan
Removal of weeds like Lantana
and Parthenium was taken up by
the authorities as they were ad-
mmuu:mum
digenous speties. MC has intro-
duced compost pits in nurseries,
parks, etc. to comvert dry leaves
into compast to prevent malprac-
tice of burning of dry leaves.

(The outhor is Assisrant
Professor in CCAL The article & ed-
ited by Ar Saumya Sharma,
Assistont Professor, (TA I isapart
of the series of formightly articles
by studenis and focuilty of CCA on
the Making of Chandiigart with the
LCF forum)



