Capacity Building at CCA.
Thank you Indian Express and LCPJ forum! Every fortnight a student or faculty shall be
writing a piece in the series "Making of Chandigarh” to highlight lesser known nuggets
to a wider readership about the process of city building. Harsahib Kaur Shergill of the
Seventh semester has penned the 5 points of Le Corbusier's design principles applied
in the city, how many do you know about? Read on..
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MAKING OF
CHANDIGARH
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CHANDIGARH is considered the
most modem city of India, built to
fill the void left by the loss of
Lahore. It was a departure from
mfh existing modes of thought
withagreat responsibility: to pro-
vide the best of amenities to all

strongest protagonist of the
Modemn Movement whose quest
for precision and artistic pursuit
was inherited from a father, a

His_ptmeyﬁumthempme-
Jura landscape to the plains of
Panjab produced a 450,000~
strong archive, which includes a
vastrepository of sketches, paint-
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maps,
and above all, the most majestic
and provoking ensembles of ar-
chitecture. -
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Le Corbusmr;;
Chandigarh’s urban landscape
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LE CORBUSIER
PIERRE !EANNERET .
plinesof local dimate, ashoestring
budget, and indigenous matenials
7 bylLe ( ) ;nﬁ?h methods of constmcu::;
building in Chandigarh designed Corbusier above itstheme of ‘Sun, Space
and the logo (left) of d\el:CorbusierandPncnejeanmt's Verdure',itwastobe“a capital that
forum. File would serve as a model in city
- planning for the nation, if not for
the world'. The Capitol Complex
original buildings, whichwere  Administration’. asits ceremonial and administra-
plannedinalinearfashion,hadto  Thenew compositioncreated tive head also represents the first-
be rearranged to be perpendicu- a1400-metre-long Capitol and everlargescale use of the modem
lar tothe Shivalikrangesoasnotto  formed two equal squares, each  material -Reinforced cement
block the view. divided into four equal sections,  concrete. Cast and poured in situ
The initial sketches were  350m on one side. Peripheral with plasticqualities, it created the
buildings in two groups, the High obelisks marking the boundaries sculpturesque skylights and mag-
Court on the one side and the  ofthe Capitol Parc,asLe Corbusier nificent ramps for the Assembly
Assembly and Secretariatonthe  called it, and a water channel Chambers, the parasols in the
omermﬂulargewxualopen fonningltssoumemboundary - Secretariat, and porticos in the
space between them, thus offer- were seemingly inspired from HighCourt. Toadd richness tothe
ing the extended view of the landscapeaxﬂutecmfeofdw ‘monochromatic concrete were
mountains. Asingle structure, the Mughdgm'dmsomimwhd;; the hand-painted ceremonial
Open Hand, wasto rise atopatall Corbusier visited prior tohis final  doors, the colourful tapestries or
podiumin thisspace.Workingon  sketches of the - nomadic murals as Corb called
e,thecompositionbe-  Corbusier's visits to the.',  themdepicting Indian motifs and




